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Foreword

The Bible: the bestselling book in the world, 
and an incredibly personal and intimate word 
and way of life. The Bible is a source of huge 
joy and power, but reading it takes effort and 
commitment. That’s where Fresh From the Word 
comes in. Here you will find daily reflections 
from a variety of writers, fresh perspectives, 
moving prayers, and themes to make you think. 
I encourage you to make this book, with the 

Bible nearby, a part of your daily ritual. But it’s not just about good 
habits. How can the Bible make a difference in our lives? 
First, we need to let God’s word save us. It’s easy to think that 
the Bible simply gives moral guidance. But we need more than the 
gentle physiotherapy of morality and ethics; we need desperate 
heart surgery. It is in reading the Bible that we see our situation 
revealed; and at the same time it holds out God’s love to us in Jesus 
Christ. If there is a devastating judgement here for us in the Bible 
there is also the most wonderful good news: God loves us and in 
Christ has forgiven us. 
Second, we need to let God’s word steer us. The desire to go along 
with everybody else is particularly strong today when most of us 
are constantly connected digitally to each other and to the global 
culture of emails, tweets and Facebook. If we pay attention to it, the 
Spirit of God in scripture will steer us on a safe course. Reading the 
Bible regularly, thoughtfully and prayerfully will guide us through 
life. It may not be a comfortable direction – going against the flow 
never is – but it will be the right one.
Finally, we need to let God’s word strengthen us. The Bible comes 
to our aid providing constant encouragement and reminding us 
that God has given his Spirit to support his people in even the most 
difficult of circumstances. 
God has spoken to us through scripture and our grateful response 
should be to listen: to read it daily and let it save, steer and 
strengthen us – every day!
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